
Columbia County Community Advisory Council Dra� Minutes 
Monday, May 6, 2024  
3:00-5:00PM 
 
Hybrid Mee�ng 
 
Columbia Health Services (CHS): presented about OHP and marketplace Insurance Assister. 
Talked about the resources CHS provides in the community. They have reproduc�ve care, 
mental health services, WIC, OHP enrollment and preven�ve services such as gambling 
preven�on, suicide preven�on and paren�ng classes.  

Who is eligible for OHP? People who live in Oregon and meet income and other criteria. 
Individuals may apply for other benefits at www.Benefits.Oregon.gov. Healthier Oregon 
provides OHP Plus-level coverage for individuals who do not meet ci�zen/non-ci�zen 
requirements. Children ages 1-18 within 139-305% FPL and children under age 1 within 190-
305% FPL cannot have other minimum essen�al coverage. 

How do you handle warm hand-offs, referrals? CHS has added a lot of Community Health 
Workers who do warm handoffs for both health and social services including social health 
screenings. They currently have 6 CHWS, and working to hire a few more, eventually having in 
each loca�on throughout the county. They use telehealth for Spanish interpreta�on.  

Older Adult Behavioral Health Specials (OABHI) Update:  Alicia  did a presenta�on about the 
program. This program started in 2019 to help improve the quality of life and systems of care for 
older adults and persons with disabili�es. This ini�a�ve is funded by OHA, which contracts with 
PSU’s ins�tute on Aging for data collec�on and analysis. They serve older adults and persons 
with disabili�es who face unique barriers to having their medical needs met. There are 24 
Behavioral Health Specialist throughout Oregon this helps promote beter access for older 
adults and persons with disabili�es to necessary services. Specialist conduct community 
educa�on and workforce development trainings. They engage in collabora�on with other 
agencies to improve outcomes for older adults and provide complex case consulta�ons to 
providers, caregivers, and individuals. Please contact Alisia to increase knowledge/skills on 
behavioral health and this popula�on. Please refer members to Complex Case Consulta�on or 
Interdisciplinary Team mee�ngs for cross systems review and collabora�on and/or individual 
consulta�ons. Alicia can serve folks outside of CPCCO members. Trying to partner more with 
public health, etc.  

Demographic Report: General goal of report to OHA is to make sure that advisory councils 
really represent the communi�es that we live in in terms of background, experience, ideas, etc. 
The demographic survey has been sent out, if members could please complete it before the 
10th, which is this Friday. OHA is reducing the length and scope of the report star�ng next year.  

http://www.benefits.oregon.gov/


Heather reviewed the governance structure of the CCO, the demographics of our CACs 
(including OHP member representa�ves), how many from each county have completed it so far, 
and what to expect from the survey. The survey is Anonymous and the only required ques�on is 
“Which Advisory Council are you a member of?” 

Health-Related Social Needs: Nancy talked about the climate benefit (help with climate related 
devices), which is the first component of three being rolled out for the Health-Related Social 
Needs benefit. Climate devices include things like air purifiers and air condi�oners that help 
alleviate a health condi�on that could be exacerbated by extreme weather. So far, have not had 
a lot of requests, less than 30 since March. An�cipate that as it gets warmer, the number of 
requests will increase a lot and hope that they can meet the need. Benefits can be requested 
through customer service, through providers, or through a regional care team staff. The housing 
benefit is expected to start to roll out on November 1st. Do not have all the informa�on from 
OHA about the benefit yet, including the essen�al informa�on on what the reimbursement rate 
will be. Food and nutri�on benefit will roll out shortly a�er, at the beginning of 2025. 

Heather reviewed the condi�ons that would make folks eligible for the benefit as listed on the 
website. A request form is included on the website (form includes condi�ons that qualify), can 
be downloaded. Not ready yet for CBOs to request directly, but they can fill out with clients if 
they are there with you.  

CPCCO is in the process of distribu�ng Community Capacity Building Funds that will fund 
community partners to prepare to implement this benefit. Applica�ons will close at the end of 
May and an�cipate a variety of partners will apply. We would love to hear from the community 
about the HRSN benefits in terms of how it is going, the good and the bad and any challenges 
that may come up so they can work on process improvement if needed. 

RHIP Update: RHIP has been writen, copy edited and currently discussing a user-friendly 
version for our website. In September, the Regional Advisory Council will vote on it. They will 
see it in full at the mee�ng in June. Once it has been approved by the RCAC, will submit to OHA 
and once the member-facing version is available on the website, the CACs will review.  

IA Update: Belle gave an update that OHP renewals have been processed. Star�ng January 1, 
2024, members under the age of six will have con�nuous OHP coverage, and adults can keep 
OHP for two years instead of one year. The Oregon Health Plan provides coverage for services 
before, during and a�er pregnancy – including services for newborn babies. For those who lost 
their OHP benefits, the Bridge Health Care Program will offer OHP coverage to adults in Oregon 
with Income between 138 and 200 percent of the federal poverty level, otherwise they can 
enroll through the marketplace if they do not have coverage through an employer.  

Employment related daycare (ERDC) recently expanded to serve more families. The program has 
been extended and people can access it now regardless of immigra�on status. Please be aware 
that there is a long wai�ng list for these services already.  



 “How To Respond To An Overdose With Naloxone” video, volunteers from the Mental Health & 
Addiction Association of Oregon demonstrate how to identify a person experiencing an 
overdose, administer naloxone and perform rescue breathing while waiting for first responders. 
Naloxone is available to the public without a prescription at most pharmacies. It costs less than 
$50 for a box that contains two naloxone doses. OHA recommends anyone who uses drugs, or 
who lives with people who use drugs, should carry naloxone, even if the at-risk individual is not 
currently using. Naloxone is often stocked in schools, public libraries and other places drug 
overdoses are known to happen, where staff can administer the medication. 
 

Community Updates:  Coming up events in the next months:  
Here is a list of events coming up in the community this month. 

• Tuesday, May 7th 5:30PM -7:00PM Tacos, Talks & Prevention Talking Teen substance 
Use, Broadleaf Arbor  

• NAMI Walk  
May 18th at McCormick Park  
Event Hours 10:00-2:00 PM 

• Saint Helens Parks & Recreation Center 
May 8th Support for families with children with special needs   
5:00-8:00PM   

• Family Support group for LGBTQ  
9:30 AM-12:30PM 

• May 24th 5:00PM-8:00PM 
Parents Night Out for Parents with children with special needs. 

• Col County Fair is on August 28-Sept 2.  
 

Next mee�ng: Monday, June 3, 2024, 3:00pm-5:00pm Mee�ng will be held at Community Ac�on 
Team. 125 North 17th Street Saint Helens, OR 97051 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHA6Ly93d3cubWhhb2ZvcmVnb24ub3JnP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTguOTM1NzQ3NDEifQ.ti-FrfoOU9wXeSV-_1j8UTVlGkRA3ShDPCaj5-tx6hE/s/2986471625/br/241015474184-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHA6Ly93d3cubWhhb2ZvcmVnb24ub3JnP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTguOTM1NzQ3NDEifQ.ti-FrfoOU9wXeSV-_1j8UTVlGkRA3ShDPCaj5-tx6hE/s/2986471625/br/241015474184-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY292aWRibG9nLm9yZWdvbi5nb3YvaG93LXRoZS1hdmFpbGFiaWxpdHktb2YtbmFsb3hvbmUtd2l0aG91dC1hLXByZXNjcmlwdGlvbi13aWxsLXNhdmUtbGl2ZXMvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTguOTM1NzQ3NDEifQ.Fq2pxeGsZwDQ9wOMih1VBacv60VRAWCCfR_ePVe3HBE/s/2986471625/br/241015474184-l

